
STATE OF UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES
Oil, Gos & Mining$

4241 Stote Office Building. Solt Loke City, UT84114.801-533-5771

l{ay 9 , LgU

}tr. Niels Haubold
II"lHIgt (Ihion Carbide)
P. O. Box 1029
Gtand Jurctiur, Colorado 81501

RE: Division Concerns for ttre
Revised Pomttting of tte
Utah IIMEICO (lhion Carbide)
Mines
Lasal - Snohball- -ACT/O 37 / 026
Redd Btock Four--ACT /O37 /W
Hecla 6haft --AcT / O37 / O43
Wilson- Silvenbel 1- -rct / O37 I O27
Deremo--ACT/037 /025
San Jtran Carnty, Utatt

Dear }fr. Ilaubold:

thark you for reeti4g with Divisim staff for tlre codfued tor of
[-]lEfmrs nining operations in Utatr on Apnril 10, 1984. I?om the dtscussions at
the nirresites, Ron Ehollander, Ridr Miller and yotrrself shcn:ld have a good
idea of the general issues with htlich ttre Divislon is concerned regarding
interin stebilization reasrres. Ibrever, so that all parEies are a$tare of the
specific itess and tire e>rEent to whidr actl.on tray be required by UMET@, the
areas of concern for each mlnesite are ll-sted in thls letter. A respcrrse to
each area, tnchdtng a plan and ti-retable for resolutlon of the problen shottld
be rettn'ned to the Dlvisiqr as soon as posslble.

As nentiored in yo.rr lasal office, it ts the Dlvlsiqt's intention to
proceed w'ith stu:etry arrange'r€nts after tlrese itentrs are addressed, but no later
than July 1984. this w111 errtall a staff presentatim to the Board of Oil,
C,as and Minir€ at their uurthly retirg, usr:ally held on the fowth Tllrrs<iay.
Schefuling of thls presentation reeds to be acccmplished by tte end of ttre
first weelc of the sm month as ttre reetl-rg.

Scott M. Motheson, Governor
Temple A. Reynolds, Executive Director

Dionne R. Nielson. Ph.D., Division Director
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}fr. litiels HaLtbold
IllEKDrs ltfues
May 9 , Lg8y'
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1. IaSal-$rowbaU Mine

1.1 Ttre area along the eastern perireter of the IaSal Mine has been

rec"trtfy ""gEa"a. the to'pioll storage area(s) aP-pe9r to be tn good

;hrp": 
-Tt"-r""ort1y 

cons_tirrcted diveision fs beglffdng to shold sore
;i$-of-erosicn. -S*. 

form of chanrel lining-should be {qlemented
in-those critlcal ctrarrrel secticns before stgntficant eroslqt
results. Consoiiaation of the rernaining debas or the waste rodc
oif"" should corclete tlre interim asct;Fg1m of this area. It is
'dt;-Df"i"ionts Gderstanding ttnt this naterlaL \^'111 be btrted in a
cenbralized cut U"itg nade In ttre rraste rod< piles.*Ildt uas actlvely

"."1.Ting 
durlng the"lnspectlon. Is this obsenratlon correct?

L.Z A section of the rtestern edge of the Sncr^b411 I'dne area waste rodc
jif. *"" sluryiag and erodi-ilg dtre to-orces-slye pad-runoft *9 -slo'pe
sree[ness. nbgr;ding ardlorlip-rapping of the drailage, shculd
pre.rert this Eon continutng. l,lhat are the ccqsry's plans to
Lectify this situaticn?

1.3 The rmdistubed draJnage frm the head of $tcthbaLl Cal1on still does

rnt a&qr:ately flor in"an r-rrresficted fushlon dcn"rn the west slde
ditdr "iotg tit" "..os road. I,tater curzently-flcnrs -o\Iq.the road,

"na-i" 
inp6r-rrded by an excsvatlon below tlre rnlne_pad. Dlsclrsslons

were treld on-site iadresstng the options avatlablb to correct ttrls
fioblen. Wtral-irrt"rl-n planE wt1I |D,SICO irylmrt-f", -;rot the
^drainage problems and hfi€n w111 the rrrk be acryllshed?

L.4 The test plots at the Deaver $aft strored srfF early signs-of grortht
hcnievs, 'the acces8 road to the slt€ ts eroding in spots allorlng
waste .64. base material to be washed downslope. the consEuctlcn
and nainteffnce of berms should elinlnate this concern. Please
subrnlt plans for solution srd tl'ne for i-rylmttatlcn.

Redd Blod< Fotor

A1l aspects of ttre site are in coryllance with the ltfnlrrg and Recls'nFtiql
Etan (MRP).

I{ecla Shaft

Fotr probles'" edst at ttris minesite-

3.1 are nAjor lssue of cancern rq q.-urrapproved.erraporation rytnrconstrict6:- fte Dtvtsi-cr ts defer=iirg revler,r and appr_roval of arry-
fortlrccning p"na desLgns to the lry"t Oepartnent of _Ilealth, h-oreau of
I^later pollitic'n Cdrr;l to allqrlate dupllcatlcr of regulato-ry

""q,ti.*"t". $lbnission of plans-: 4cng wtdr the h.reau of Water
Poiluticn Confolts approvalr-should be nade to ccrylete the
Dtvi.signts files. ftr.p.oposed conshrctton dste srd a c@itment to

".tity the Divislm of -cmiLetlon are requlred to be sttb'nLtted at
fris ti'"- '

2.

3.



Dtr. Niels Hat$old
LME[0rs I'fines
l4ry 9, 1984
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3.1.1 the Diwision recmends thr"at tlre nine water evaporation ponds
be fenced appropriately to prohibit livestock and wildlife use.

3.2 The abandone<l rn:ine water disdrarge pond to the norttnnest of ttp nain
shaft and adjacent to the vent shaft should be reclaimed if no longer
needed for operations.

3.3 The southern peri-reter of the shaft site pad borders a natr.ral
drainage. An April 2L, L983 letter fron the Division sbessed ttre
need to trai:ntain a contaifirent bqm at tJlis point to proLribit spills
and debris frm washing into the drailage. Ttris has not yet been
accorylished. Eosion is continuirg to occur and trash is
accum.rlattng io the drainage. Please rregrade the pad and construct
the bem as soon as possible indicating irr yor-r reply r.frten this will
be done.

3.4 A pile of trash is present at ttre base of ttre western edge of ttre
rmste rocl< pile. This rnaterial should be rernoved and placed in a
sanitary landfill. Please indicate vihere and vihen this tr€sh w'il1 be
rmved.

Since this situation appears to be a ccxuDon prcblero with OIE"I$rs
ninesites, an overall d-isposal plan should be developed and/or a
centralized location chosen to elininate apparent indiscriminate
trash disposal practices.

4. Wilson-Silverbell lline

4.1 A concern reroains regarding tlre rnine water disdr,arge. Since this is
still occr-rri4g, saryles of the water must be taken and copies of the
lab analyses reporE rntrst be sent to ttre B.rreau of hlater Polluticn
Conrol (Aftention: lh. Steve Mcl[eal) as well as the Dlvisicn. In
addltion, ttre irrigation pipe urtrich is being used to corvey this
lrater appeared blocked and strould be cleaned out allolring free flcr,r
beyond the vraste rodc pile to the pond(s).

Dereroo Mine

Since this operation has iryacts in both Colorado and Lltah, the Diwlsion
reguests to be notified of all m.ine plen rnodifications or tedrrical
revisions teiry stibmitted to and approved by the Colorado office vfrrich nay
trgrre an effuct on Utatr interests.

5.1 A neu conmitment concerning Ut'ET@ts plans to &ry out, sary)le,
regrade and revegetate the azaporation ponds on either side of the
state borderline road should be asserteci, if these plans differ frcm
those contained irr the Febrr:ary 13, 1984 letter from Bruce Green to

5.



}tr. Niels }Iaubold
WHIOrs Mines
l{ay 9, Lg8/.
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the Division. A tinetsble for tlre operatian and a ccmitnent to
notify the Division ften ttre work is coryleted should be subml-tted to
the Divisiqr. A notarized letter trransferring and acceptlrg errentr.ral
liability for ttrese ponds to and by the landomer nnrsf sfge be
subnltted.

the Divisicn looks forward to tlre receipt of IllEICOrs plans regarding the
above concerns. If you have any questions or wish to discuss any plans prlor
to submission, please feel free to contact lbn Tetti4g of rny staff.

Adninlstrator
llineral Resotrce Danelopment

- and Reclanation Progro

.lws/rvr:uo

cc: Bon Dehollander, II'fEfO
Rodcy Beanzers, Colorado llreau of Mine<i Iand Recle'nntlcn dattadrment
Steve l'{clEal, IIt& Epartment of lbalt}r
D. l,Iayne }bdberg, DGl'i
T. Ibtting, re{
S. IJmer, DG{
P. Gubaugfi-Llttig, re,I
T. Portle, DOGM

8g+0O

Slncerely,

emes W. Snfdr, Jr.


